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Section 5: Australian Greens –  
election commitments 

Summary of election commitments of the Australian Greens  

The combined election commitments of the Australian Greens are estimated to increase the 
underlying cash balance by $2.1 billion over the 2013-14 Budget forward estimates.  This reflects net 
increases in receipts of $45.8 billion and payments of $43.7 billion. 

In total, election commitments of the Australian Greens are estimated to increase the fiscal balance 
by $0.4 billion over the 2013-14 Budget forward estimates, reflecting net increases in revenue of 
$43.8 billion and expenses of $43.4 billion. 

The Parliamentary Budget Officer’s final list of election commitments of the Australian Greens and 
their total combined financial impact on the Commonwealth budget estimates is provided in table 4. 

Major contributions to the budget impact 

Significant commitments include raising Newstart and payments for single parents, introducing 
universal dental care, expanding the Paid Parental Leave (PPL) scheme and providing additional 
childcare assistance.  These commitments would decrease the underlying cash balance by 
$18.8 billion and the fiscal balance by $18.9 billion over the forward estimates.   

Commitments for additional fixed funding over the forward estimates would decrease underlying 
cash and fiscal balances by $14.6 billion.  This includes an additional $4.4 billion for education, 
$4.3 billion for housing, $3.3 billion for clean energy and $2.7 billion for health. 

Opposing public service cuts, reversing savings and increasing funding for universities and 
international aid would decrease the underlying cash and fiscal balances by a further $11.5 billion 
over the forward estimates.   

The effect of these commitments is offset by the Resourcing a Caring Society package that would 
increase the underlying cash balance by $40.0 billion and the fiscal balance by $40.3 billion over the 
forward estimates.  This package includes increasing the Minerals Resource Rent Tax (MRRT), 
introducing a levy on bank assets, increasing taxes on personal incomes over $1 million per annum 
and abolishing fuel and coal subsidies.   

Commitments to phase out the Private Health Insurance Rebate, tax trusts as companies and reform 
the capital gains tax would also increase the underlying cash balance by $16.0 billion and the fiscal 
balance by $16.7 billion over the forward estimates. 

Interactions of election commitments 

A number of election commitments of the Australian Greens have significant interactions.  In 
particular, there are interactions between several commitments relating to taxation.  These include 
commitments as part of the Resourcing a Caring Society package, prohibition of new coal seam gas 
and coal mining projects and taxing trusts as companies.  The combined effect of these interactions 
would be expected to reduce the underlying cash and fiscal balances by $780 million over the forward 
estimates. 
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Impacts on headline cash  

Relative to the underlying cash balance the total combined election commitments of the Australian 
Greens would decrease the headline cash balance by $4.3 billion over the forward estimates.  The 
decrease in the headline cash balance is mainly due to the commitment to increase loans and equity 
investments by the Clean Energy Finance Corporation.  The commitment to introduce zero interest 
social housing growth bonds also contributes to the decrease in the headline cash balance. 

Longer term budget impacts 

The overall impact of election commitments of the Australian Greens beyond 2016-17 will not 
necessarily reflect their impact on the underlying cash and fiscal balances over the forward estimates.  
This is the result of some commitments reaching their full impact outside of the forward estimates 
and some having a limited impact beyond 2016-17. 

Increasing international aid to 0.5 per cent of Gross National Income (GNI) by 2015-16 is estimated to 
decrease the underlying cash and fiscal balances by $1.9 billion in that year.  Beyond the forward 
estimates, achieving the target of 0.7 per cent of GNI by 2020-21 would decrease the underlying cash 
and fiscal balances by $4.6 billion in that year. 

Accelerating investment in high-speed rail would decrease underlying cash and fiscal balances by 
$664 million over the forward estimates.  As the project moves into the construction phase outside of 
the forward estimates period, spending is expected to increase with the net impact depending on the 
financial return on the project. 

Reversing decisions to move to a floating carbon price from 1 July 2014, would increase the 
underlying cash balance by $5.2 billion and fiscal balance by $3.5 billion over the forward estimates.  
No net additional revenue would be expected beyond the forward estimates as the commitment 
converges with the Pre-Election Economic and Fiscal Outlook 2013 position.   

Abolishing the issuance of free carbon permits under the Energy Security Fund to emissions intensive 
coal-fired electricity generators would increase the underlying cash balance by $625 million and the 
fiscal balance by $515 million over the forward estimates.  There would be no impact beyond the 
forward estimates period as the issue of free permits was scheduled to cease after 2014-15. 

Costing documentation 

In cases where the Australian Greens have advised that the funding associated with an election 
commitment is a fixed amount, costing documentation for these election commitments is not 
included in this report.  The same approach has been adopted in relation to election commitments 
which the Australian Greens have indicated would be implemented within existing resources 
therefore having a zero financial impact over the forward estimates.  For these election 
commitments, the Parliamentary Budget Officer has made an assessment and satisfied himself that 
funding is available for these commitments.  

Costing documentation for all election commitments for which funding is not based on fixed amounts 
is at Attachment H.  The variation between the costings presented in this report on PPL and refugee 
policy and figures published during the caretaker period are due to a revision to assumptions and 
update in methodology respectively.  
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http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Clean_Air_Act_Initiative.pdf
http://www.greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Greens-Childcare-New-Benefit.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Greens-Mental-Health-Package.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Greens-Mental-Health-Package.pdf
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/community_renewable_energy_0.pdf
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/community_renewable_energy_0.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Safer_Pathways.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Ending_Cruel_Refugee_Detention.pdf
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/vision_for_the_kimberley.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Indigenous_Rangers.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Indigenous_Rangers.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Future-Transport-For-Sydney_0.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Fixing-Melbourne-Transport-Network.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Fixing-Melbourne-Transport-Network.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Transport-Solutions-For-WA.pdf
http://tas.greens.org.au/content/public-transport-2
http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/greens-plan-wind-back-surveillance-overreach
http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/greens-plan-wind-back-surveillance-overreach
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Rental_supply_initiative.pdf
http://christine-milne.greensmps.org.au/content/news-stories/our-food-future-greens-plan-australias-food-security
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Stop-Illegal-Shark-Finning.pdf
http://christine-milne.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/greens-commit-smart-farming-future
http://greens.org.au/veterans
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/protecting-food-system-gmo.pdf
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/protecting-food-system-gmo.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Workplace-Laws-For-People.pdf
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/restoring-integrity-in-politics.pdf
http://scott-ludlam.greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/pre_fab_housing_industry_initiative_bkfinalz.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/30%25_film_location_offset_0.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Boosting-Public-Hospitals.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Boosting-Public-Hospitals.pdf
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/greening-the-health-sector.pdf
http://greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/australian_greens_supporting_students_policy_0.pdf
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http://larissa-waters.greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/environment_laws_that_work.pdf
http://larissa-waters.greensmps.org.au/sites/default/files/environment_laws_that_work.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Ending-Extreme-Poverty-Overseas.pdf
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/A-Voice-For-Animals_0.pdf
http://www.simonsheikh.com/jobs
http://greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Investing-in-Dementia-Research.pdf
http://www.greens.org.au/sites/greens.org.au/files/Repower-Social-Housing.pdf
http://sarah-hanson-young.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/greens-back-world-class-dental-school-and-hospital-adelaide
http://sarah-hanson-young.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/greens-back-world-class-dental-school-and-hospital-adelaide
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Matters taken into account by the Parliamentary Budget Officer 

The Parliamentary Budget Officer has had regard to the lists of policies provided by the Australian 
Greens under subsection 64MA(3) of the Act (see Attachment I) and public announcements made by 
the Party before and during the caretaker period for the 2013 general election in preparing the list of 
election commitments to be included in this report under subsection 64MA(6).   

On this basis, the Parliamentary Budget Officer is reasonably satisfied that the Australian Greens 
election commitments that would have a material impact on the Commonwealth budget have been 
included in table 4 of this report. 

In accordance with section 64MAA of the Act, the Parliamentary Budget Officer has decided that all 
election commitments in table 4 are publicly announced policies of the Australian Greens which they 
intend to seek to have implemented after the election.  A policy costing of these election 
commitments has been included in this report. 

All election commitments identified by the Australian Greens in the information provided to the 
Parliamentary Budget Officer on Friday, 6 September 2013 have been in included in table 4. 

The Parliamentary Budget Officer has included an additional commitment to the list of election 
commitments provided by the Australian Greens.  This is based on public announcements and a 
media release of the Australian Greens, Antarctic promises still fall short, dated 29 August 2013.  This 
commitment is to increase funding for the Australian Antarctic Division and marine research 
(see Attachment J).  This election commitment is also included in table 4.  

Parliamentary Budget Officer’s engagement with the  
Australian Greens 

1. On 6 September 2013, the Australian Greens provided a list of their election commitments to the 
Parliamentary Budget Officer, consistent with subsection 64MA (3) of the Act.  This list is at 
Attachment I. 

2. On 20 September 2013, the Parliamentary Budget Officer provided the Australian Greens with a 
list of those policies that in his best professional judgment would have a material effect on the 
Budget.  This included a statement of differences between the two lists, consistent with 
subsections 64MA (5) and (7) of the Act (see Attachment J). 

3. On 24 September 2013, the Australian Greens provided confirmation of their agreement with the 
Parliamentary Budget Officer’s list of its election commitments.  

4. Prior to its public release, on 18 October 2013, the Parliamentary Budget Officer provided the 
Australian Greens with a copy of that part of the report setting out the costings of the Australian 
Greens’ election commitments and the total combined financial impact of those election 
commitments, consistent with subsection 64MC(2) of the Act.  The Australian Greens provided no 
comments. 

 


